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About this Guide
This guide, composed and written by Simon Slangen, was originally published over two parts

on MakeUseOf.com. Be sure to give this one a look T you can view the parts respectively
here and here.

Questions that &el\Doan aveaysbevdiraecteddo the romments section
below these article.

This guide is released under creative commons and may be spread freely, if in its original
form.
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WARNING

PSP Compatability
Nearly all PSPs are crackable (or hackable, depending on your point of view).
However, there are two major exclusions.

 PSP-3000 and up®
1 PSP-2004 with a TA88v3 motherboard?

You can view your PSP model at the bottom of the device.

AR W T TIRER TR LU L\

The 3000-series and the ones with a TA88v3 motherboardar e t he newest PSP

the market and the Pandora Battery does not work with these models.

If you have one of these, do not proceed!

Legal disclaimer
Using these methods is 100% | egal (although
CAN brick your PSP (every model except the PSP-3000 can be unbricked using a

working Pandora Battery, though). It may also void the warranty of your PSP system

as you will be working with delicate parts

If you follow these steps, you should be fine, but if you screw up, Make Use Ofwo n 6 t
be held legally liable. If this sounds like too much risktoyou,pl ease dondét go
further.

! This means your version number is equal to, or greater than 3000
% You know that your PSP has a TA88v3 motherboard without opening it up, if your PSP-2004 came
with 4.01 or 4.05 pre-installed.
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An ntroduction to PSP homebrew

For those of you who are new to the concept of hacked PSPs, custom firmware might not
sound so familiar. Custom firmware basically is a modified, which gives you all the
possibilities of the official firmware, but also enables the use of homebrew.

Homebrew are applications developed not by Sony, but by the community. The different
types of homebrew applications range from text editors to ISO® loaders. Enabling this
homebrew makes the PSP an open platform. It allows you to add the functions and/or
applications that Sony did not take care of.

Ofcourset her e are two sides to this coin. When youo
arises. Due to this (and probably some other reasons as well), Sony has been trying to

repress homebrew as much as possible. Where these applications could initially be run on

the first 1.00 and 1.50 firmware PSPs, userswhoupd at ed wer enoét be so forto¢u

But the community (or, hackers) did not accept defeat. Leaks were exploited and one after
another, the firmwares fell. Up to today, neither of the groups have given up, and we are still
experiencing a constant battle between the homebrew community and Sony.

Instead of enabling people to run homebrew, the PSP hacking groups have started building
their own firmwares. These custom firmwares are nearly identical to the official ones, only
better. They have all the functions of the original firmware, but also have added functionality
and the ability to run homebrew. At some point, people stopped trying to run homebrew on
these official firmwares and just developed software to downgrade and/or switch PSP to
custom firmware.

There are a lot of different ways to downgrade your PSP. Depending on your firmware
version, you might be able to use software techniques, or the Pandora Battery, which we'll
explain later on.

This manual was first posted over two parts on MakeUseOf.com.

® An archive file of an optical disk (UMD in this context)
[ makeuseof.com
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Downgrading through the use of software (firmware 3.50 arimélow)
We 61 | be starting with firmware versions 1.00 tt

As thereds a | ot of different wvari #belssndingand di f f
you up and down through this guide to the steps that matter for you. Therefore, for all the
speedreaders out there: always read the text in bold red.

We want to install a custom firmware (m33 to be exact). Sadly, if we're using the methods

below, we need to go through FW* 1.50. If (though this is very unlikely) your PSP is still

equi ped with FW version 1.00, youol/ have to upc
update file here and follow the instructions in the file description.

To check which firmware version you're on, go to Settings -> System Settings -> System
Information. Your firmware version will be stated right between your MAC Address® and your
Nickname.

System Information

MAC Address 00:01:4A:70:BC:14

System Software Version 2.60
e m————

* An abbreviation for firmware
® A quasi-unique identifier assigned to the network adapter by the manufacturer for identification
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a) Downgrading PSP from Firmware 2.00 to 1.50

This method uses the tiff® exploit. People found out that it was possible to run tiny bits of

code through tiff files. In this case, a tiff file is used to change the version number to 1.00,
after which youdl| be able to update to 1.

Files you need
Please use google if the links no longer work.

1  MPH Downgrader (alternative link here)
1 FEirmware 1.50 (alternative link here)

Step One Format your memory stick

This is not always necessary, but it makes the upgrading easier, so be sure to make a back
up of all your important files. To do that, Go to Settings -> System Settings -> Format
Memory StickE and confirm twice.

o |
.

=4 &) EBartery.intocmat ‘

Settings

q:) « 0 Format Memory Stick™

Step Two: File Placement
Go to Settings -> USB Connection

Put the EBOOT.PBP’ file in X:\PSP\GAME\UPDATE (where X: is your PSP) and extract the
MPH Downgrader zip in your PSP root (main folder). If you are prompted about replacing any
files, click 6Yes to Al Il d.

® An image format
" The default name of an executable PSP file
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»| | « GAME » UPDATE v [ 43 [#[~# « Memory stick (F) » v |4

Name Name
__150.PBP MEMSTICKIND
MSTK_PRO.IND
MP_ROOT
»| | « PSP » PHOTO - 42| @ music
Views ~ ™ SlideShow (g Bur PICTRE
PSP
Name - Date taken VIDEO
& overflow.tif | downgrader.bd
& h.bin
__index.dat

Step Three: Downgrading
GotoPhoto-> Memory StickIELadlbudtlesmewiath some numbe
afraid, this is just the program doing its work.

Wait about 30 seconds and restart your PSP (hold your power switch up until it switches off
and turn it back on).
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Now, go to Game ->

Youol |
Rest art

see
t h

Memory StickE #Wpdabpened6PSPEON,

an error at the end
e PSP manvually. Youdl

The update failed. =

Contact the Sony Computer
Entertainment technical support line for
assistance..

(FEFrree)

of the update.

D c

then encounter

en getext uoken Cie

slungen wederherzustetien
s corrupted. Press the O button to

Jo configuracion estd dafads. Puise o bot
9 anstes OFeceterminacos.
rations de configuration sont endommagdes. Aoy
Sparer ot rétablr les paramétres par oéfaut
AzoN O MOOSTAZIONe SON0 dannegiate Promer o
rare e impostazion predefinite.
todingscata Hin beschadigd. Druk op de O-toets om Oe
Inatalingen te repareren en te hersteten
¢80 08 definighes estd corrompida. Prima
N )G"C“‘ w'w
HOMDU T yDaURE NOsDEmaeNw [1nn 8
OR XOMDETYDBUNK HANMUTE y
NONRLTUVERT. OFRS/ENTLOANRELTRAT RN
NN D OWES we® Y8 Moo 2 yo s

Congratul ati ons, youblve now got
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b) Downgradng PSP from firmware 2.80 to 1.50
Firstofall,i f you have a | ower firmware ver.sion, youbol

Download this file and put it in X:\\PSP\GAME\UPDATE (with X: being your PSP). Then go to
Game-> Memory StickE and open O6PSPE Update ver 2.

w1

MEMORY FSF GAME UFDATE
STICK DUO

This method also uses the tiff exploit, which enables small pieces of code to be run through
tiff files.

If this method does not work for you, check below for an alternative updating way.

Files you need:
Please use google if the links are no longer work.

1 HEN for Firmware 2.80 (alternative link here)
1 v2.80 Downgrader (alternative link here)
1 FEirmware 1.50 (alternative link here)

Step One: Format your memory stick

This is not always necessary, but it makes the upgrading easier, so be sure to make a back

up of all your important files. Go to Settings -> System Settings->For mat Memory St i cKk
and confirm twice.

@
.

W Prery oo

Settings

\
q:] < Q Format Memory Stick™

Step Two: File Placement
Unrar the HEN® archive. Move the contents from the MS_ROOT folder to your PSPs root”®.

Al so move the contents of the ta82downgrader. zi
Rename the FW'® 1.50 EBOOT.PBP file to UPDATE.PBP and move it to
XA\PSP\GAME\UPDATE (with X: being your psp).

8 Homebrew Enabler
° Your main PSP folder
1% An abbreviation for firmware
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Step Three: Downgrading

First of al |, w e 0 t Adter that,iwa lowse ¢o the Photb v
menu and try to open the HEN_280 folder. If the PSP just freezes, reboot
and try again. At some point the screen will flash in a specific color.

-

-If red, the program ran, but if i 1, youbd
- If blue, the program succeeded and is running. Your PSP will automatically
reboot. .

Ne xt we 0 r ren tlediownggadet. Bo do this, goto Game-> Memory StickE and
the PSPE Update ver X.YZ (youdll need at | east

29/1 16:43

PSP™ Update ver X.YZ

At the end of the installation, youdll be prompt
Enj oy, yagotBimearerl &O!
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c) Downgrading PSP from Firmware 2.80 to 1.50 (alternative way)
Firstofall,i f you have a | ower firmware ver.sion, youbol

Download this file and put it in X:\\PSP\GAME\UPDATE (with X: being your PSP). Then go to
Game-> Memory StickE and open O6PSPE Update ver 2.

w1

MEMORY FSF GAME UPDATE
STICK DUO

Files you need:
Please use google if the links are no longer work.

2.80 Easy Downdater (alternative link here)
elLoader/xLoader (alternative link here)
PatchSFO (alternative link here)

Firmware 1.50 (alternative link here)

E R

Step One: Make sur082mpthenboaidondt have a TA
If you use this updating technique witha TA-082" PSP youél |l be |l eft with a

If you DO have a TA-082 PSP, check above for another updating way.

1 A specific motherboard type that isn't supported
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